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 Model United Nations Association  
 Debating Workshop

· Parliamentary Procedure

The first order of business in a UN body debating multiple topics is to set an agenda

· Debate of the agenda is conducted through a Primary Speakers’ List

· Deciding the agenda requires a motion to vote on the agenda 

· Debate of a particular topic is conducted through a Secondary Speakers’ List; debate can also be conducted in a moderated caucus (suspension of the rules)

· Motions and points during debate

· Motion for a moderated caucus (suspension of the rules)/unmoderated caucus

· Motion to close debate – the committee automatically moves into voting procedure (if there are resolutions to vote on)

· Point of (Parliamentary) Inquiry – ask a question of the dais

· Point of Personal Privilege – make the dais aware of problems that inhibits participation (can be made during a speech)

· Point of Order – identify improper procedure (can be made during a speech)

· Yields during a speech (only permissible during standard debate, with time available)

· Yield to comments (default yield)

· Yield to questions

· Yield to another delegation

· Yield to the Chair

· Standard format for resolution voting is placard vote

· Motions during voting procedure

· Motion for roll call vote

· Possible votes

· For/Against

· With rights – when voting out of procedure, allows for an explanation of your vote

· Abstain – a non-vote

· Pass – must vote For or Against after passing

· Motion to divide the question – separate the resolution into multiple parts

